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AN ACT in relation to energy.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Good Samaritan Energy Plan Act.

Section 5. Definitions. In this Act:

"Departnent” neans the Departnent of Comrer ce and
Econom ¢ Opportunity.

"Ll HEAP" neans the energy assi stance program established

under the Energy Assistance Act of 1989.

Section 10. Legislative findings. The General Assenbly
finds that high electric and gas bill arrearages are a
serious problemfor Iowinconme utility consunmers in Illinois,
often i npedi ng access to service. The General Assenbly also
finds that the inability to have electric or gas service
connected due to high arrearages is a threat to the health
and safety of nmany |owincone households in Illinois. The
General Assenbly further finds that eligibility for LIHEAP
does not alleviate the burden of high arrearages for
| ow-inconme utility consuners and i s not enough to enabl e many

househol ds to have el ectric or gas service connected.

Section 15. Good Samaritan Energy Trust Fund. The Good
Samaritan Energy Trust Fund is created as a special fund in
the State treasury. The Departnent shall adm ni ster the Fund.
The Departnent shall deposit noneys received from the
foll ow ng sources into the Fund:

(1) Voluntary donati ons from i ndi vi dual s,
foundati ons, corporations, and other sources.

(2) Proceeds fromfundraising events held for the
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pur pose of generating noneys for the Fund.

Section 20. Solicitation of contributions to Fund. The
Department nmay insert a fundraising letter requesting
voluntary contributions to the Fund in utility bills 2 tines
each year to solicit contributions to the Fund. Al public
utilities doing business in the State shall cooperate in
allow ng the Departnment to insert fundraising solicitation
letters in their utility bills. The solicitation letter from
the Departnment nust be sized so as to fit into the utility's
standard bill envel ope, and nust be of sufficiently [light
wei ght so as not to cause any increase in postage cost to the

utility.

Section 25. Admnistration of Fund. The Departnent shal
adm nister the Good Samaritan Energy Trust Fund with the
advi ce and consent of the Low I ncone Energy Assistance Policy
Advi sory Council|l established under the Energy Assistance Act
of 1989. Donations received for the Fund shall be nade
available for the purpose of alleviating wutility bi |
arrearages for households determned eligible for LIHEAP,
except that the Departnment may use up to 10% of the noneys
donated for the Fund for the expenses of the Departnent and
the |l ocal area agency incurred in admnistering the Fund.
Resources from the Fund shall be awarded to |ocal area
agenci es that have existing contracts with the Departnment to

adm nister LIHEAP in Illinois.

Section 30. Distribution of noneys from Fund. Subject
to appropriations nade by the Cener al Assenbl y, t he
Departnent nmay spend noneys fromthe Good Samaritan Energy
Trust Fund for the purpose of providing assistance authorized
under Section 25. The Departnent, with the advice and consent

of the Low I nconme Energy Assistance Policy Advisory Council,
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shall establish priorities for the distribution of noneys
fromthe Good Sanmaritan Energy Trust Fund to |owincone
consuners to enable them to pay gas or electric bill
arrearages in order to have household gas or electric utility
service connected. Lowincone consunmers who are unable to
have their service connected even with a LIHEAP grant shal

be given preference. The Departnment shall ensure that nopneys
donat ed for t he Fund (ot her than noneys wused for
adm ni strative expenses as authorized in Section 25) are
distributed to |owinconme consuners who reside in the county

fromwhi ch those nbneys were received.

Section 35. Annual report. On or before May 31 of each
year, beginning in 2005 the Departnent shall provide an
annual report to the General Assenbly on the use and
ef fecti veness of the Good Samaritan Energy Trust Fund. The
report shall include the anmount of noney deposited into the
Fund, the anount of noney allocated by the Fund for the
di rect benefit of |owinconme consuners, the nunber of
| ow-i ncome househol ds served by the Fund, by county, and
recommendations for inproving the operation and effectiveness

of the Fund.

Section 90. The State Finance Act is anended by addi ng

Section 5.595 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 105/5.595 new)
Sec. 5.595. The Good Sanumritan Enerqy Trust Fund.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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